CHAPTER VI

HEIR OF LANDS AND TROUBLE

ALEXANDER was not wounded in the war and he came
out of it in good health, in the prime of life, unshattered
either in body or nerves. He had become experienced
in the handling of men and of getting his own way.
His will had developed. He was not a man who was
in two minds about anything. But victory had not
given him a swelled head and his temper was equable.

He had become a moderate pacifist, one who did not
wish the Great War to be repeated or continued, but
who knew nevertheless that the army must be kept in
a state of preparation for any eventuality, He was ever
conscious that soldiers and not civilians, least of all
politicians, had won the war, and had an instinctive
knowledge that soldiers guaranteed the peace. The
members of the Serbian parliament, even those who
were young and able-bodied, never shouldered a rifle,
They had some hardships, removing with the army to
Corfu, but they regarded themselves as privileged
persons. It was not easy for him aftef the armistice to
become a civilian and a mere politician, and he did not
try. It was a long while before he had himself measured
for civilian suits and when he did possess mufti he was
seldom seen in it. Military habit had become ingrained
and the soldier prince in due course became the soldier
king.

When the war was over he continued to live under
discipline, He did not relax and have a good time. He
ate sparingly, as if the rations were still limited. Perhaps
unlike a soldier he indulged in no hard drinking. A
small glass of wine with his lunch and another with his
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